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Less than a month to go until Open Farm Sunday 2011 (12 June)

Discover Life on Britain’s Farms
With less than a month to go until LEAF’s Open Farm Sunday 2011 (12 June), farmers across the country are busy preparing to open their farms to the public. This annual event organised by LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) is a must for anyone interested in food, farming or the countryside.
This year the theme is Discover Life on Britain’s Farms and it’s not too late for farms to register their event or order a free resource pack. Farms can visit www.farmsunday.org or call LEAF on 02476 413 911 to sign up.

Open Farm Sunday is organised by LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming). LEAF is a registered charity that assists farmers and producers, to manage their farms as efficiently and sustainably as possible which as a result, helps them to produce good food with environmental care. Many of the farms opening up are LEAF farms and follow LEAF’s Integrated Farm Management which ensures the highest standards of food production with minimum impact to the environment. To find out more about some of the LEAF farms opening up visit http://www.farmsunday.org/ofs/media/studies.eb 
A visit to a local farm on Open Farm Sunday is a great way to meet the farmers who grow our food and see how they care for the countryside. There are so many exciting things visitors can do - from tractor and trailer rides, to farm walks and nature trails, and even discovering how worms are a farmer’s best friend. They might even have the chance to see sheep being sheared, cows being milked or chicks hatching!  
To find out which farms in your area are opening on 12 June, visit www.farmsunday.org.  For up-to-date campaign information, follow us on Twitter - twitter.com/openfarmsunday.  
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Editor’s note: 

· LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) www.leafuk.org is a national charity that helps farmers produce food with care for the environment, while working with their local community

· The sixth annual Open Farm Sunday on 12 June 2011 provides a great opportunity for the public to truly get to know how their food is produced and how the countryside around them is cared for 

· Visitors will be able to learn from farmers themselves how natural plant and insect species are encouraged to thrive alongside crops, they will get a close-up look at farm animals and see how the needs of wildlife are balanced with modern food production

· LEAF organises Open Farm Sunday and supports farmers with putting on an event that is not only enjoyable, but gives visitors a really fascinating insight into aspects of the countryside that they would not usually see or experience on an average day out

· LEAF supports both LEAF and non-LEAF member farmers by hosting a number of workshops across the country with practical advice and tips for organising successful events.  LEAF also provides free promotional support materials and an interactive online event database to register details of farmer events

· Food carrying the LEAF Marque logo shows that it has been grown by farmers who are committed to looking after the countryside and the environment.  LEAF farmers are subject to an independent LEAF Audit, designed to help them meet the change in demands placed on operations by legislation, the marketplace, community and the industry 

· An increasing number of farmers are signing up to support LEAF, to demonstrate how they are integrating modern farming with environmental conservation

· Principal sponsors for Open Farm Sunday 2011 are: ASDA, Defra, Farmers Weekly, Frontier Agriculture, John Deere, LEAF Marque, Natural England, National Farmers Union, Syngenta, Waitrose, Warburtons. Additional sponsors include: DairyCo, EBLEX, GrowHow, HGCA, M&S.

